Chapter 14 Essays: 

Questions, Explanations, and Confusions

1) Considering what Scout says after hearing Atticus’s explanation of what rape is (pg 135), and where she believes babies come from, it’s clear Scout has no understanding of what rape is. How does Atticus explain rape to her, and discuss the problem with his explanation.

2) How does Atticus’s explanation to Scout of rape fit with the advice he gave Uncle Jack (on pg 87) about answering children’s questions? Does he follow his own rules?   

3) According to Scout, Jem has been acting differently.  She complains that “his maddening superiority was unbearable these days.”  Finally, she couldn’t take his behavior anymore and attacked him yelling, “You damn morphodite, I’ll kill you!”  Explain how and why Jem has been acting differently. Then explain what Scout means when she says, “He was fighting me back. We were still equals.”
