Atticus, Tom, and the Lynch Mob: R.A.F.T.

Dramatic Irony is when the words and actions of the characters of a work of literature have a different meaning for the reader than they do for the characters. This is the result of the reader having a greater knowledge than the characters themselves.

During this scene filled with dramatic irony Scout doesn’t fully realize the incredible danger they’re all in from the lynch mob.  Because the story is told from Scout’s point of view we aren’t directly told what could happen, or what’s in the thoughts of the members of the mob, or Tom Robinson’s mind, or even what Atticus is thinking.  Your assignment is to step into Tom’s or Atticus’s skin and tell the story from that point of view.  Keep in mind they both have has full knowledge of what the mob wants to do to Tom, and what they could do not only to Atticus, but to his children as well.

Review the main points of the scene up until when the mob disperses, then write what the experience was like from either Tom or Atticus’s point of view.  Keep in mind that what people said or actions they took are set in stone, but we don’t know what was in Tom or Atticus’s mind.  So your job is to retell what we’ve already read, but through another character’s thoughts.

Role: Atticus Finch or Tom Robinson

Audience: the readers of the book

Format: His thoughts as the narrator of this new version of the novel.

Topic: The scene retold from Tom or Atticus’s point of view during the mob scene at the jail

Brainstorming:

Review the chapter, then brainstorm (at least one full page). List specific thoughts your character is having during the specific events of the chapter. Have these notes completed for next class when you will write the R.A.F.T. itself.

