Proving a Theme: Freaks and Geeks
The writer of this episode is playing with very specific themes. One idea is how characters are 

bullied or pressured by others. Another idea is how people try to help others, or stand up for 

themselves.  So our mission here is to gather evidence that proves the episode’s theme: 

There are so many pressures and bullies in the world, so it’s important to stand up for ourselves and to help others. 
So to prove this theme we will gather examples of:  

 1) Various forms of pressure and bullying.  
 2) Characters trying to help others, or standing up for themselves.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Opening Scene / to under the bleachers (2)  For example a note might look like this: Coach bullies player by calling them names and is being sarcastic.

Introducing the geeks  

Dinner #1  

Cafeteria #1  

Smoking Patio 

 Leaving the cafeteria and hall (introducing Kim Kelly) 

Locker Room  

Eli’s Date Search 

Gym Class Fun  

Bleacher Politics  

Guidance Office 

The wise geek in black  

 Tough Girlfriend / Cutting Class / Caught  

Dinner #2 

Lindsay’s Room  

Cheerleader Conversation and 

The Fight (Before / During / After)  

The Dance 

Freaks and Geeks: Proofs

Instructions: Prove each of the following statements using specific evidence, and explaining what you believe that evidence to show (when done with a full class each group finds one piece of specific evidence, and explains how that evidence proves the prompt).

1) Sometimes the help that friends give is less than helpful.

2) Sometimes parents and teachers pressure and bully when they try to help kids.

3) It takes courage to stand up for yourself.

4) It takes courage to stand up for others, because it’s easier to just ignore situations that don’t involve you directly.

5) During gym class there are lots of little things said and done that make it a very negative experience for many students.

6) Lindsay is a strong character that stands up for herself and others.

7) It would’ve been easy for Cindy to make Sam feel like an awkward idiot several times. Instead Cindy helps Sam feel less awkward.

8) Kim seems like a bully, but at the end of the episode during the dance we see her stand up for Lindsay. Explain how her behaviors early in the episode can be interpreted as standing up for herself.

