Lies Compare / Contrast: Rubric

Ideas / Content

6

· Clear, focused, and concise – easy to summarize.

· Shows in-depth understanding, insight.

· Main idea, thesis, etc. are identifiable and well-defined, gives the piece direction, purpose, a sense of “wholeness”.

· Carefully selected details or research results that support, enrich, and expand the main idea. 

· Satisfying – answers the readers’ questions

5

· Clear, concise, can be summarized.

· Shows knowledge of topic.

· Main idea, thesis, etc. identifiable.

· Details or research results support the main idea.

· Answers many questions.

4

· Makes sense – may need expanding, or cutting.

· Shows some comfort with topic.

· Main idea can be inferred.

· Includes some detail, expansion.

· Key issues answered.

3

· Clear in parts.

· Very general, little specifics, Relies heavily on best guesses.

· Piecing together main idea takes guesswork.

· Details are sometimes vague, repetitive, or common knowledge.

· Important questions are unanswered.

2

· Message vague, unclear, hard to summarize.

· Fills space, but shows limited knowledge of topic.

· Piecing together the main idea or thesis is entirely up to the reader.

· Details and supporting evidence is limited, not helpful.

· Many questions are unanswered.

1

· No main message yet.

· Can’t build a summary based on text.

· Limited response.

· Not enough information to build a message or thesis.

· Generalities, list, random notes, first thoughts.

· Reader can’t begin to ask meaningful questions yet.

Word Choice

6

· Clear, striking, original, precise – the “just right” word or phrase.

· Speaks to audience, supports purpose.

· Lively, distinctive, quotable.

· Balanced – not inflated, nor simplistic.

· Energetic, vivid, visual – with strong verbs.

· Sparing use of modifiers to enrich meaning.

5

· Clear, often original, correct.

· Well suited to audience and purpose.

· Generally balanced.

· Strong verbs.

· Restrained, appropriate use of modifiers.

4

· Clear, generally correct.

· Appropriate for audience, and purpose.

· Lively phrasing outweighs flat language, jargon, or slang.

· Balanced writing outweighs overdone, or simplistic.

· A strong verb, or two.

· Modifiers might be overdone at times.

3

· Not always clear.

· Sometimes appropriate for audience, and purpose.

· Moments of inflated or flat language, jargon, or slang.

· Occasionally overwritten or simplistic.

· More strong verbs needed.

· Restraint on modifiers needed.

2

· Words / phrases misused, vague, unclear.

· Not a good fit for audience, or purpose.

· Flat or inflated language, jargon, clichés, slang.

· Often overwritten – or too simple.

· Strong verbs rare, or missing.

· Overdone modifiers strain the voice.

1

· Confusing, vague, or incorrect language.

· Not suited to purpose, or audience.

· Overdone, simple, or just confusing.

· No strong verbs yet.

· Modifiers overworked, or misused.

NOTES:

