Mistaking Miss Caroline: Rubric

Ideas / Content

6

· Clear, focused, and concise – easy to summarize.

· Shows in-depth understanding, insight.

· Main idea, thesis, etc. are identifiable and well-defined, gives the piece direction, purpose, a sense of “wholeness”.

· Carefully selected details or research results that support, enrich, and expand the main idea. 

· Satisfying – answers the readers’ questions

5

· Clear, concise, can be summarized.

· Shows knowledge of topic.

· Main idea, thesis, etc. identifiable.

· Details or research results support the main idea.

· Answers many questions.

4

· Makes sense – may need expanding, or cutting.

· Shows some comfort with topic.

· Main idea can be inferred.

· Includes some detail, expansion.

· Key issues answered.

3

· Clear in parts.

· Very general, little specifics, Relies heavily on best guesses.

· Piecing together main idea takes guesswork.

· Details are sometimes vague, repetitive, or common knowledge.

· Important questions are unanswered.

2

· Message vague, unclear, hard to summarize.

· Fills space, but shows limited knowledge of topic.

· Piecing together the main idea or thesis is entirely up to the reader.

· Details and supporting evidence is limited, not helpful.

· Many questions are unanswered.

1

· No main message yet.

· Can’t build a summary based on text.

· Limited response.

· Not enough information to build a message or thesis.

· Generalities, list, random notes, first thoughts.

· Reader can’t begin to ask meaningful questions yet.

Voice

6

· Individual, engaging, took risks – definitely a read-aloud piece.

· Confident, authoritative – with personal touch.

· Enthusiastic – hard to put down.

· Suits purpose, and reaches out to readers.

5

· Individual – a possible read-aloud piece.

· Self-assured, speaking from experience.

· Keeps readers reading.

· Appropriate for audience, and purpose.

4

· Functional, sincere – sharable moments.

· Confidence shows in spots.

· Moments of enthusiasm, excitement.

· Acceptable fit with audience, purpose.

3

· Voice comes and goes.

· Timid, quiet – or angry, sarcastic.

· Limited confidence.

· Enthusiasm offset by indifference.

· Needs stronger fit with audience, purpose.

2

· An “anybody” voice, soulless – or the wrong voice.

· Too quiet – or out of control.

· Hesitant – or hostile.

· Little connection to reader.

· Not a good fit with audience, or purpose.

1

· Hard to describe.

· No sense of writer’s “presence” or personality.

· No confidence yet.

· No reader connection yet.

· Voice missing, or disengaged.

NOTES:

