To Kill A Mockingbird: 1930’s Research Romp

This story takes place in the United States in the 1930s.  Although the 1930s aren’t that long ago, they are very different from our lives today.  In order to better understand our characters we need to understand the world that they’re living in.  So I guess we’re going to have to do a bit of research.

Each group will be assigned a topic (so we each don’t have to look up everything).  Next, each member of the group will do a bit of research on their own.  When the group comes back together they will share the information each member collected, and put together a brief presentation (include visuals, audio, etc.).  Then each group will present their information to the class to help us understand what life was like in the 1930s.

Topics:

- What’s The Great Depression? / How much did stuff cost?

- Fashion

- The Great Dustbowl / farming

- Movies / Movie Stars 

- Science / Invention / Technology

- Sports

- Music / radio entertainment / the arts

- Prohibition / Crime 

- Kids’ toys / games/ comics / day to day life

What you need in your presentation:

1) At least 2 primary sources (illustrations, pictures, audio, etc.) Record the book’s title, and page numbers of pictures you want to use in your presentation.

2) As each member collects notes paraphrase and summarize the information you might want to use.

3) Come back together with your group and go through your information deciding what’s the most interesting or important.

4) Put together your 3-4 minute presentation compiling your information. Decide who will be responsible for presenting which parts, and who will be responsible for visuals, audio, etc. All members must contribute equally, and everyone must speak.

