Lesson Title: TKAM Themes and Wrap-Up 

Subject:  English

Topic Areas:  literature / composition

Time Frame: 2 classes 

Overview 

Day One:

1) Think about the conclusion of TKAM. What would you change? Why? And how would the change improve the novel? (example: I wish Boo wouldn’t have gone back into his house and disappeared. Maybe if he could’ve maintained some kind of limited relationship with the Finches. This would have made the novel less tragic.)

2) Group – Brainstorm possible themes / then share with the class as we write and revise them on the elmo.

3) Group – Choose Responsibilities (Leader / Scribe / Presenter / Time Keeper) Each group is assigned a theme and gathers as much specific evidence as possible to prove their theme (at least 10 pieces of evidence).

4) Group – Presentations of their evidence for discussion and questions.

Day Two:

1) Group – Finish presentations and discussions.

2) Group – (Talk about how some people don’t see fiction as valuable. What’s valuable is history, philosophy, biography, journalism, etc. But it many ways fiction is able to explore ideas in better ways.) What are you supposed to get out of this book for use in the real world in your real life?

3) Group – TKAM as a hero’s journey: who is the hero of the story? (talk about the character who changes the most / in Peter Pan that Wendy is the true hero because she makes difficult choices, matures, and makes the choice to grow up). Who are the helpers? Tests? Prize?

How We Assess / Acceptable Evidence

Assessments:  Presentations and Discussion 

